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data which are both carefully prepared and exhaustive.
A leading member of the foreign colony of Constantinople
told me that he doubted whether more than one firm
had even a fairly reliable survey. The chapter on Mines
written for this book by the Turkish Director of Mines,
Jemal Bey, originally contained a voluminous amount
of statistical and other information which, unfortunately,
has had to be greatly condensed. This government offi-
cial is entirely justified in calling attention to the influ-
ences brought by foreign interests in order to procure
concessions; but at the same time the reader should
bear in mind that graft which in the past has sometimes
taken the form of blackmail is considered to be closely
connected with the obtaining of the firman (permit).
The whole subject is an exceedingly technical and com-
plicated one, so the editor has used his judgment in
condensing and revamping this article, having in mind
primarily the general reader.

Mines

Exploitation of mineral resources has been carried on
in Asia Minor over two thousand years, yet prospects
appear more promising than ever before. Manifold diffi-
culties, notably the scarcity of railways and highways,
must be overcome before satisfactory progress can be
made. A glance at a map shows us how small is the rail-
way mileage, but the exploitation of mines can hardly
be profitable without them. Another unfavorable circum-
stance is the clearing of forests, which has occurred to
such a degree in the vicinity of certain mmes worked
for some years, that operations have had to be stopped
for want of wood material.

Turkey was obliged by the Treaty of Bucharest to cede
several important ore districts to Greece and also to
Serbia. While in the small part of Europe which still